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Summary of Part I: Russia is the only 
country whose birth as a nation coin- 
cided with its becoming Christian. With 
only their faith to unite them in times 
of turmoil, the people were able to over- 
throw the rule of Genghis Khan’s 
Mongols and, later, the Poles. 


In 1440 the Russian Church broke 
with Rome and Moscow became the 
center of Russian Orthodoxy. As Rus- 
sia’s ambitious leaders conquered vast 
territories, Orthodox missionaries fol- 
lowed in the footsteps of the soldiers 
and spread Christianity. Although the 
rulers were often unjust and finally re- 
duced the peasants to serfs, the Church 
remained closely connected with the 
state. 


The Church Re-Vitalizes 
During the Protestant Reforma- 
tion, religion in Russia was at- 
tacked by both Protestants and 
Roman Catholics. This drove the 


Russians to re-vitalize their 
church and to confirm them in 
their independence from Rome. 
The monasteries, which through 
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the years of foreign occupation 
had remained the real centers of 
life, now devoted themselves more 
to writing theological and spiritual 
books. 

Because of the intimate connec- 
tion between religion and national 
life, it happened that while the 
Church greatly influenced the 
civil powers, the nobles also 
strongly influenced the leaders of 
the Church. 

It wasn’t until Peter the Great, 
however, that control was so d- 
rect and so definite. When the 
giant, red-headed Peter became 
czar in 1689, his indomitable en- 
ergy seems to have reached into 
every sphere of Russian life. With 
Russia two centuries behind Eur 
ope, and very Oriental in culture 
and dress, as a result of the Tar F 
tar conquest, Peter not only 
wanted to catch up immediately 
but to reform and moderiz 
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» priests at the Center for Studies of Christian Russia in Rome 


RT HISTORY OF RUSSIA REVEALING REASONS FOR 
NT-DAY ATTITUDE OF THE 


THE 
COMMUNISTS TOW ARD RELIGION 


Russia 


ecame Atheistic 


everything 
Church. 

Thus, when the Patriarch of 
Russia died, Peter did not allow 
a new election but substituted the 
Holy Synod, comprised of 12 
bishops . . . all appointed by him- 
self, of course. The supreme au- 
thority in the Synod was the Pro- 
curator, a layman who represented 
the czar and received instructions 
directly from him. 


including the 


Church-State Synonomous 

After this time, Church and 
State became almost synonomous 
so that it is easy to see why the 
people began to think of the 
Church in connection with the 
nobility even though the great 
majority of priests came from the 
peasant class. 

The 18th and 19th centuries 
saw a strengthening of civil in- 
fluence over the Church. Bishops 
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were appointed by the czar and, 
since this was often at the sug- 
gestion of the nobles, the clergy 
frequently became involved in 
politics and in trying to win the 
favor of the nobles. 

During these two. centuries, 
Russian power continued to ex- 
pand along with its missionary ac- 
tivities. From Siberia to Alaska, 
and wherever Russia extended its 
rule, there was a flourishing of 
new dioceses within a short time 
as the people began to accept the 
faith of their conquerors. 


The Largest 

The Church of Russia became 
the largest Orthodox church nu- 
merically and the most powerful 
financially. The vast properties 
the Church acquired gave the il- 
literate serfs another reason to 
connect the Church with their 
hated landlords. 
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Many Byzantine Catholic priests hope to be missionaries in Russia some 
day. The vestments and liturgy of the Russian Orthodox closely resembles 


those of the Byzantine Rite. 


While there were many good 
priests, sympathetic to the needs 
of the people, they could do little 
for, if they raised a voice, they 


might find themselves transferred, 


The peasants themselves finally 
got slight relief in 1861 when Alex- 
ander II decreed the emancipation 
of the serfs. But, while they were 
now free to move, they were not 
much better off financially. 

Various revolutionary attempts 
were made and, perhaps ironically, 
one of the best known occurred 
when a priest, Father Georgi Ga- 
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pon, led a peaceful group to the 
Czar’s Winter Palace at the be- 
ginning of 1905. When the Czar’s 
soldiers came charging out sud- 
denly and massacred everyone 
they could reach, the day became 
known as Bloody Sunday. 

It was the powderkeg which set 
off strikes and riots throughout 
Russia and, in the end, the czar 
granted freedom of worship and 
more liberty for Poland. However, 
the tide of revolution continued 
to rise until 1917 when the Bol- 
shevik Revolution succeeded in 
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overthrowing the czar. At the 
same time they overthrew the 
Church and countless clergy and 
faithful died for remaining loyal 
to their beliefs. 


Private Property Abolished 


When, after much chaos and 
' turmoil, the Second Congress of 
| Soviets was finally called, it de- 
'clared: “The right to private 
property in the land is annulled 
forever...” By this act all land- 
ed estates and the holdings of 
"monasteries and churches were 
'made national property and 
| placed under the protection of lo- 
cal soviets or councils of peasants. 
This not only included land but 
printing presses, publishing houses, 
candle factories, homes for the 
aged, churches and all buildings 
used for religious purposes. The 
only concession was that local 
groups of faithful could rent from 
the state churches and other 
buildings for worship. 


It is easy to see how the illiter- 
ate peasants could connect the 
wealth and power of the Church 
with that of the hated nobles who 
had enslaved them for so many 
centuries. With a burning hope for 
material gain after so many years 
of poverty, they did not see the 
new laws as a possible threat to 
their strong faith. Their only con- 
cern was that now the land would 
belong to them and they felt this 
was just since they were the ones 
to labor on it. 

Strong leadership was needed 
but since most of the intellectuals, 
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clergy and professional people had 
been massacred along with the 
nobles, there were few educated 
people left in the country outside 
of the radical Communists. With 
no one to guide them otherwise, 
the peasants followed the orders 
of the government . . . just as they 
had been doing for so long. Natur- 
ally there were some strong dis- 
senters but they were either killed 
or exiled. The ruthless secret pol- 
ice system which was developed 
soon quieted anyone inclined to 
complain about government poli- 
cies. 
A New Absolute State 

In their hatred, the Communists 
felt that because the Church had 
been so intimately connected with 
the government, it must be com- 
pletely wiped out along with 
every trace of the czarist regime. 
So, in the name of “freedom,” 
they again inaugerated the old 
principle of an absolutist state 
controlling religion and liberty of 
conscience. Only now the people 
were compelled to accept the new 
materialistic theory as being the 
religion of the state. 


According to the Communist 
way of thinking, every form of 
religion — by its very nature con- 
trary to atheism — comes into 
conflict with the state and, there- 
fore, is a harmful, dangerous or- 
ganization. Thus, the rooting up 
and destruction of all religions is 
of necessity one of the basic aims 
of Communism. 


(Continued next page) 





In the first years following the 
1917 Revolution, there was a vio- 
lent and systematic destruction of 
churches and a determined effort 
to destroy the religious beliefs of 
the people, especially the young. 
Since then the regime has changed 
its tactics slightly. The Russian 
Constitution of 1936 gives Soviet 
citizens “liberty of religious cult 
and of anti-religious propaganda.” 


Civil Rights Returned 


The new constitution also re- 
turned civil rights to the clergy 
and, since 1939, the Communists 
have stopped deporting religious 


to Siberia and closing churches 
and monasteries enmasse. Of 
course, by that time, there were 
few churches left and fewer clergy, 
- In 1943 the government felt the 
need for a moral and religious 
trend to help it fight the Nazi 


occupation. So permission was 
given to the Council of Bishops to 
elect a new patriarch so that the 
people would have the moral sup. 
port of the Church while fighting 
for their country. 

These legal concessions do not, 
of course, in any way change the 
extreme efforts the government 


STATISTICS FOR THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 


1917 
Population: 150,000,000 


Orthodox faithful: 87,123,000 
Dioceses and Bishops: 163 


Churches: 49,064; Chapels: 
23,043; Catholic Libraries: 31,000; 
Hospitals: 130; Hospices: 1,068; 
numerous schools, social organ- 
izations and religious publica- 
tions. 


Priests: 66,140 


185 Prep-Seminaries with 29,600 


students. 58 Major Seminaries 


with 19,380 students. 


550 monasteries with 11,845 


monks. 475 convents with 17,000 


nuns and 56,000 novices. 


1959 
210,000,000 


About 35,000,000 


73 Dioceses but many without 
Bishops. 


About 5000 Churches open to the 
public. All activities outside these 
churches are strictly forbidden. 


30,000 according to some sources 
but this seems grossly exagger- 
ated. 


6 seminaries with only a few 
hundred students. Some others 
are allowed to take correspon- 
dence courses at home. 


69 monasteries and convents with 
5,000 monks and nuns. 
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continues to make to sow atheism 
into the hearts and minds of every 
Soviet citizen. 


The Church's Attitude 

Throughout more than 40 years 
of turbulence and persecution, the 
leaders of Russian Orthodox. 
Church have been divided in their 
re-actions toward the government. 
Some have advocated a strong re- 
sistance against governmental 
policies, others have been inclined 
to a sort of compromise. This un- 
usual attitude may again be 
traced back to the many centuries 
when Church officials became 
used to accepting instructions 
from the government. 


When Alexio, the present patri- 
arch of Moscow, was elected in 
1944, he wrote to Stalin saying 
that while he would endeavor to 


conform to the canons and ec- 
clesiastical rules, he would also 
prove his absolute fidelity to the 
country and the government. 
Since then, Patriarch Alexio has 
devoted much of his energies to 
supporting Soviet policies with his 
authority. 

As time goes by, perhaps the 
image of a Church which must be 
intimately connected with the 
government will pass, and with it 
the feeling that the Church can 
never exist in harmony with the 
State. Possibly the example of the 
many countries where this has 
been accomplished will eventually 
persuade the Russian leaders to 
give their people more freedom of 
religion. We can only hope and 
pray to Our Lady, who has pro- 
mised to convert Russia, that this 
will be so. 


THE HANDICAPPED OF HONG \ 


KONG GATHERED FOR 


An Unusual 
Celebration 


Fa 
it was\¥a strange congregation 


I was the strangest congregation that had ever filled the Hong Kong 


church. They came by the hundreds. There were cripples, many with 
missing limbs, some blind. Several were deformed by leprosy though 
they were now cured of the disease itself. Interspersed with wheel- 
chairs, numerous crutches and canes could be seen, the owners all 
maimed or helpless in some way. 

The pathetic members of this disabled throng did not consider 
themselves as objects of pity, however . . . in fact, they were gathered 
for a celebration! (Continued on Page 10.) 
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FROM THE DEPTHS OF SORROW THEY CAM: 
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... the crippled 
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... the blind 
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AND TOGETHER THEY FOUND SOLACE AND Tee 


It was the feast of St. Camillus, 
patron of the sick, and the cele- 
bration was not a macabre jest but 
a special occasion to mark the 
inauguration of a Catholic Asso- 
ciation dedicated to the spiritual 
welfare and mutual assistance of 
the physically handicapped. 

The idea of forming some of 
Hong Kong’s many handicapped 
people into a spiritual organiza- 
tion came from Fr. Richard 
Brooks, PIME, a long-time mis- 
sioner in the refugee city. He 
quickly received the close co- 
operation of Fr. John Collins, S.J., 
an Irish Jesuit who has been 
helping groups of cripples for 
many years. 


The Beginning 

The first to join the group were 
those who had become Catholics 
or catechumens in the various 
districts because of the interest a 
priest or sister had shown in them. 
In order to give them the strength 
that would come from seeing how 


large their numbers are, it was 
decided to bring them together for 
the inauguration. 


This posed many transports. 
tion problems but, through a gen. 
erous combination of efforts, al] 
was arranged. The evening began 
with Mass and the more helpless 
were assisted to the Communion 
rail by those with stronger limbs, 
A general meeting followed the 
Mass and the Association’s con. 
stitution was adopted. The eve. 
ning ended with a gala Chinese 
dinner which all of the members 
thoroughly enjoyed and will long 
remember. 


Since that first important eve. 
ning, the members have been 
meeting together in small groups 
in the various districts. They dis- 
covered that by working together, 
helping one another and conm- 
pensating for each other’s disabil- 
ities, they can make themselves 
completely self-supporting. 


With the aid of loans, the handicapped were able to start small 
businesses. Some worked the machines, others sold the merchandise. 
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Loans have been made avail- 
able to some of the groups so that 
they could set themselves up in 
business. As a_ result, many 
groups are now co-operative own- 
ers of knitting machines and other 
appliances. Some work the ma- 
chines and others take care of the 
marketing of the goods. 

Scores of people who were once 
destitute and without hope be- 


cause of sicknesses or handicaps 
have shown themselves to be cap- 
able workers and organizers. Most 
satisfying to the priests is the 
growth in the spiritual life of the 
members. Their strong spirit of 
charity and mutual assistance has 
brought courage and happiness 
into the lives of many who were 
previously embittered and hope- 
less. * * 


A NEW WAY TO RECOGNIZE A PRIEST 


The Kyrie Stops A Debate 


The group of men were discussing the priest quite loudly. Since 
he was obviously a foréigner they presumed he didn't understand them. 
Fr. Joseph Vigano, PIME, had been a missionary in Hong Kong for 
many years, however, and he understood Chinese very well. 

He was a stranger in this outlying island of the British New 
Territories, though, and during his visit he had stopped into a tea house 


for a meal. 


It was here that he became the object of an argument: 


was he or wasn't he a Catholic priest? 

Several missionary groups, both Protestant and Catholic, have 
houses for language study on this particular island and the non-Chris- 
tian Chinese often have difficulty distinguishing priests from ministers. 


“He doesn't look like an American, so he must be a priest,” 


decided one. 


“Oh, there are American priests here too,"’ explained a second. 
“He can't be a priest," argued a third man, ‘He's wearing a coat 


and trousers. 


Priests wear long skirts (cassocks)."’ 


The discussion went on like this for some time and, after thinking 


E it over, Father decided not to say anything. 
"| however, a young boy with the men finally spoke up: 


if he’s a priest." 


As he continued eating, 
“I'll find out 


With that he left the table and went to another one just in back 


of Fr. Vigano. 


There he began to hum the Kyrie, 
Father couldn't resist that and he turned around smiling. 


Giving 


the men an ‘I told you so” look, he said, ‘He is a san-foo (priest) .” 
Then, very proudly, he sat down at Fr. Vigano's table. 
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THREE MINUTE MEDITATION BY FATHER ROBERT 


Who Will Conquer the World? 


here are three organizations which admit that their aim is to 

conquer the world to their way of thinking . . . the Com- 
munists, the Mohammedans and the Catholics. Unfortunately, as 
world conquerors, we Catholics are the most lackadaisical and 
negligent. Both the Communists and Moslems are gaining fol- 
lowers at a much faster rate than we. One out of every three 
persons in the world is under Communism . . . in Africa there are 
three times as many converts to Mohammedism as to Christianity. 

Bishop Sheen writes, “The indifference of Catholics to those 
who have not the Faith in the mission world is something more 
dreadful than the fact that unbelievers exist." 

Our indifference is the reason so many do not believe in the 
true God . . . how can they when they never heard of Him? 
While it seems illogical, it is true that many who know the true 
God, who know about His commandment to propagate the Faith 
and who believe in His love for them, remain indifferent to the 
two-thirds of the world that is still outside the fold of Christ. 

There are only 500 million Catholics (400 million more are 
Christians), compared to 1800 million non-Christians. Even more 
alarming is the fact that the world population increases 16 million 
a year and, through births and conversions, there is an increase of 
only 4,000,000 Catholics a year. 

To even keep pace with the growing population, it is impera- 
tive that we do more for the missions . . . home and foreign. Many 
indifferent Catholics seem to feel that their religion is mainly a 
means of saving their own souls and they have forgotten that the 
essence is love of God AND, thereby, service. If we love enough, 
we will become more unselfish and thus give of ourselves, of our 
prayers and of our alms for the conversion of souls. Without this 
love and service we will fail in our duty to our fellow men. 

It is time for us to do more for our parish, for our neighbor and 
for the missions. Even though the conversion of the world is 
certainly not a question of dollars and cents, the amount of money 
that we are able to sacrifice for the missions is an indication of 
our love for God and of our awareness of our obligations. 

With the ever-growing menace of Communism, it is doubly impor- 
tant that we realize the conversion of the world and the growth 
of the missions is not a problem for just the hierarchy, the priests 
and sisters, but of every Catholic. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
IN THE SOCIETY 


Two more young men from 
Maryglade Seminary will soon 
follow in the footsteps of Fr. Sandy 
—the first American to be or- 
dained a PIME priest. Ordained 
as Deacons on September 17 were 
Rev. Mr. Vincent Fumarola and 
Rev. Mr. Robert Grothaus. Most 
Rev. John F. Dearden, Archbishop 
of Detroit, officiated at the cere- 
mony at St. John’s Seminary in 
Plymouth, Michigan. 


Rev. Mr. Vincent Fumarola 


The PIME (Pontifical Institute for 


Mission Extension) Missionaries of $5. 
Peter and Paul are exclusively a mis- 
sionary society with home missions in 
New Mexico and foreign missions in 
Brazil, Africa, Japan, Hong Kong, Eas? 
Pakistan, Burma and India. 


A former football player at Le- 
high University and an ex-army 
man, Vince is from Utica, N. Y. 
Although born in Chicago, Bob 
now calls San Antonio, Texas, his 
home. After graduating from the 
University of Texas, Bob spent two 
years in the Navy. 

Classes Start 

With the opening of the new 
minor seminary in Oakland, N. J., 
PIME now has three seminaries 
in operation. In addition to the 
11 boys at the small New Jersey 
house, there are 60 minor seminar- 
ians crammed into the ever-grow- 
ing Newark, Ohio, seminary. 

Maryglade, the major seminary 
in Memphis, Michigan, opened 
with 28 students this year. 


Rev. Mr. Robert Grothaus 
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Departure 

Four PIME Fathers left for 
their first mission at the end of 
September. Rev. Angelo Campa- 
gnolli headed for the troubled 
area of Kengtung, Burma, near the 
Red China Border, while Rev. 
Anthony Pastre and Rev. Fabio 
Dallape flew to the new diocese of 
Taunggyi, Burma. Rev. Faustino 
Cescato is now in Bishop Obert’s 
diocese of Dinajpur, East Pakis- 
tan. 
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Christmas Cards 

By now you should have received 
our folder telling about the beauti- 
ful Christmas cards we have to of- 
fer this year. We hope that you 
will buy your cards from us so that 
we can give a Christmas party for 
the thousands of orphans in the 
care of PIME all over the world. If 
you didn't get your folder, please 
write to 121 E. Boston Bivd.; Detroit 
2, Mich. (P.S. Send your orders to 
this address also.) 















Anyone who thinks that semi- 
narians are angels should look 
at the mischievous expressions on 
the faces of these PIME seminari- 
ans as they plan tricks for their 
annual Hallowe'en Party. After 
weeks of hard study, the boys are 
eager to celebrate Church or civil 
holidays. 








































17 Day Tour of Europe for $685 


See London, Paris, Nice, Milan, 
Venice, Florence, and Rome. 





All expenses included. Leave Detroit or New York 
April 5, 1962. 







Also, leaving February 4, 1962, pilgrimage to 
Italy. Round trip fare by jet: $665. Return 
whenever you wish. 









e 
SPECIAL AUDIENCE with the HOLY FATHER 


For information, contact the trip Spiritual Director: Rev. Julio Cancelli, PIME, 
325 E. Boston Bivd.; Detroit 2, Mich. TA. 8-8515 
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these words have great meaning. 
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For the prospective convert 
or the prospective religious, 
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] fled Him, 

down the nights 
and down the days; 
I fled Him, 

down the arches 
of the years; 

I fled Him, 

down the 
labyrinthine ways 
Of my own mind; 
and in the midst 
of tears 

I hid from Him, 
and under 
running laughter. 
Up vistaed hopes, 
I sped; 

And shot, 
precipitated, 

| Adown 

© Titanic glooms 

of chasmed fears, 
» From those 

strong Feet 

) that followed, 
followed after. 
But with 
unhurrying chase, 
And unperturbed 
pace, 

Deliberate speed, 
majestic instancy, 
They beat 

—and a Voice beat 
More instant 

| than the Feet— 
All things 

betray thee, 

who betrayest Me.” 
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Dear Missionaries: 

This is a letter to you, the brave American Mission- 
aries working here in Latin America. The occasion? This 
morning we read in Carmelo the posters saying: "Yan- 
quis, go home!" They were placed during the night by 
professional agitators. This happened — as far as I 
know — for the first time in the history of this little 
and calm Uruguayan town. I want to be the first voice to 
speak out and say: "No, we do not want you to go home!" 

While I was studying for the priesthood up in the 
States, many times I thought of and admired the Mission- 
aries — your Missionaries. Now I myself am a missionary 
in the Mission-parish of Carmelo, Uruguay. 

So I have good reason to write to you now — I AM ONE 
OF YOU. I feel closely united to nearly 2,000 priests, 
brothers and sisters from the States who are offering 
up their lives for the prietless lands of Latin America. 
I am a South American but I spent my youth among you... 
made my priestly studies in Milwaukee (Hales Corners). 
I am, as far as I know, the first South American to conm- 


But This 
Padre Says: 
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plete his priestly studies in an American seminary. 
This is why I feel I amone of you. 

At this very moment, so many in Latin America are 
talking against the States and even against you. Often 
now we hear the word "Yanquis imperialistas" tossed 
about by Supversive propaganda. I have lived in Ameri- 
can homes. I know the healthy, religious, hospitable 
homes whence you missionaries come. From those homes 
do not come "imperialists," but apostles who help us 
solve our main religious problem — scarcity of priests. 

We need you and many more like you. I wish we could 
give you the same hospitality you gave some years ago 
to a young South American student with few years of age 
and little experience of life. 

This huge debt I owe to the American people — my 
priesthood! Now that I am a missionary myself, and ex- 
perience the tremendous glory, as well as the over- 
whelming loneliness and homesickness of the mission- 
ary, I feel myself strengthened by you, a friend of 
yours, abrother of yours... One of you. 


Respectfully in Christ, 
Padre Anibal 
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Problems 


Of 
A 
Convert 


In India a convert 


must defy caste and family. 


Adapted from Fides 
By WILLY MEGANCK 


20 


The young man returned to 
his former teachers for a 
new reason. 


apse is an orphan in Gu. 
jarat, India, but he was left 
as the heir-apparent of a rich 
family and has always been the 
favorite of his wealthy  grand- 
mother. By birth he belongs to a 
high-bred caste. His closely knit 
family is dominated by four 
uncles who maintain position in 
the caste and dictate the actions 
of everyone within the family 
circle. 

After completing his studies in 
a Catholic college, Mukund found 
himself being drawn back to his 
teachers for new inspiration anda 
greater purpose. His uncles were 
fully aware of the reason for these 
visits and they eyed the lad’s ac- 
tion’s with suspicion and criticism. 
Yet, they maintained silence — 
almost as a defiance of the inevit- 
able. 

Baptism 

Yes — Mukund had asked to be 
baptized a Catholic. Fully realiz- 
ing the hardships which would re- 
sult, the missionaries delayed giv- 
ing him the sacrament for nearly 
four years. His constant pleas and 
complete submission to the will of 
God finally won out. He was at 
cepted into Holy Mother Church 
and baptized, more or less secret 
ly, with only two close friends a 
witnesses. 

Mukund, whose Indian name 
signifies “the chosen” or “the 


CATHOLIC Lift 





a or 


Qa of = af st wm Osllt 


-~- oo co © & 3 se os ore es lUlC CS 






crowned’’, selected a new name for 
himself when he received the puri- 
fying waters. It was Emmanuel. 
With complete acceptance of his 
new Faith, the young convert as- 
sumed an exemplary mode of life. 
With complete resignation he also 
accepted the trials that awaited 
him as a defiant spark of light in 
the darkness of a non-Christian 
country. 

The trials soon came. As the 
first convert in his caste and in 
his family, he encountered perse- 
cution from his family and rela- 
tives and within his social circle. 

The four uncles pretended igno- 
rance of Mukund’s conversion but, 
at the same time, they goaded him 
with insults and insinuations and 
placed temptations in his way so 
that he might deny his new Faith. 
It wasn’t that the uncles were un- 
kind; they. simply couldn’t com- 
prehend his decision to become 
a Christian. Since he was an 
orphan they felt it their duty to 
guide him. They wanted him to 
continue to follow their traditions, 
to help preserve their caste, to 





Among the thousands of 
non-Christians attending 
Catholic schools in India, 
many believe in Christ 
but cannot make the 
sacrifice of becoming 
converts. 
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marry as they saw fit and to apply 
himself to the business they select- 
ed for him. 

Problems 

Mukund naturally sought the 
advice of his missionary friends 
and frequently visited his former 
college to unburden himself. “To- 
day, they call me a pariah ... an 
outcast,” he said. “Tomorrow they 
will offer me a position as a busi- 
ness partner with the most ideal 
conditions. They told me that 
they planned a marriage for me 
but I answered that I wished to be 
independent.” 

The priests encouraged him not 
to change anything. “Stay with 
your family and show them by 
example that becoming a Chris- 
tian does not prevent one from be- 
ing a good businessman or a good 
nephew or grandson. You must be 
like a cell that exerts its influence 
in its surroundings,” they advised. 

To define the emotions which 
have tortured the youth is an im- 
possibility. On one side he must 
often refuse the wishes of his 
family whom he loves and, on 
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the other, he has the comfort and 
solace of a faith greater than any 
he had known before. Now he 
knows and fully understands the 
words of Our Lord, “Thy Wi 
be done.” 

Vocation 


Mukund is now thinking of be- 
coming a priest — a missionary 
and apostle to the young people 
in his former society and caste, 
Five of them have already been 
converted through his intercession 
and assistance. His missionary 
friends are praying with him that 
God will illumine the path for 
Mukund, whether it lead him to 
the priesthood or to the role of a 
lay apostle among his own people 

. an apostolate whereby he can 
demonstrate by example and deed 
that it is possible to be a Christian 
and still keep the healthy customs 
and venerable traditions of his 
country. 


Mukund recently turned down 
an offer to manage a large furni- 
ture business so that he could re- 
turn to college and study for his 
master’s degree. To his uncles and 
friends who try to sway his judg- 
ment, his resistance is incompre- 
hensible. 


Only God knows what is if 
store for the young convert, but 
he has managed to accept His will 
wholly and completely despite the 
temptation of worldly and ma- 
terial goods. He has become 4 
heroic example of fidelity and love 
of Christ to his teachers and to his 
family and companions. 
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MY FATHER SOLD ME 
TO BUY MORE OPIUM 


“My name is Angelina. I never knew 
my mother, as she died when I was 
only five months old. My father is an 
opium addict who sold me to a pagan 
family for some opium. The family 
cared for me until I got very sick and 
then they became frightened that the 
evil spirits were after them. They 
brought me to an orphanage run by 
the PIME Missionaries. 

They have great difficulty feeding, 
clothing and educating the 300 children 
here with me. But they have been 
helped tremendously by Foster Parents. 
Many of the children now have ‘par- 
ents’ in the U.S. and Canada who love 
them and send money for their support. 
I hope someone will soon ‘adopt’ me and 
become my foster parent.” 


Over 300 parents are now aiding 
the Foster Parents Mission Club 
in their efforts to help the orphan- 
ages run by the PIME Missionaries 
in India, Burma and East Pakis- 
tan. But several hundred children 
are still waiting to be “adopted.” 

“Parents” send $5.00 a month 
for the child’s support and $1.00 
ayear for Club operating expenses. 


To adopt a child, or for 


Could you help? Or perhaps a club 
or organization that you belong to 
could support a child. You will 
receive a picture of your orphan 
with the child’s background and 
bi-monthly newsletters about the 
progress of the club and the or- 
phanages. 

All contributions are tax de- 
ductible. 


more information, write: 


FOSTER PARENTS MISSION CLUB 


121 
| wish to adopt 


E. Boston Blvd.; 
boy (s); girl (s) 
from (give country) site 


0) Please send more information. 


0)! cannot “adopt" a child but am en- 
desing a donation for the orphanages. 


Detroit 2, Michigan 


NAME_____ 
(please print) 


ADDRESS 
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I prefer to send my donation [] annvally [] semi-annually [] quarterly [] monthly. 
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God’s Son 


in the hands. of 








Your Son 


If you can’t 
a seming 
perhaps 
can contril 
toward the suj 


It costs $350 a year for four years 
of theology before a young man is 
ordained. By aiding a seminarian you 
gain a “son” who will one day be on 
the altar of God. Naturally, a pledge 


is not binding should you have finan- 
cial difficulties. 
PIME Missionaries; 121 E. Boston Blvd.: Detroit 2, Michigan 
Dear Father, I am enclosing $__________ to “‘adopt”’ a semina 
[] Please send more information. 
[|] I cannot adopt a seminarian but would like to contribute 

$_ ___...___ toward the support of one. 

(Please give your name and address if different than bela 





